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Editor
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The Club holds its meetings on the first MONDAY of each month
(excluding January). Meetings are held in the VCCA(Q) Clubrooms at
1376 Old Cleveland Road, CARINDALE. (Corner of Old Cleveland Road
and The Gateway Arterial Road – Refidex Map 182 E5).
Meetings commence at 7.30 pm, and Visitors are always welcome.
The Clubrooms phone number is
The Club website is:

(07) 3843 0010
www.vccaq.com

Current Membership fees are:.
Full Membership
(single): $ 70
Country Membership (single): $ 53
Associate Membership
$ 53

Joint Membership $ 77
Joint Membership: $ 58

There is an additional joining fee of $30.

Note: THERE IS AN ADDITIONAL CHARGE OF $10 FOR THOSE MEMBERS REQUIRING A
MAILED OUT COPY.
Membership fees may be paid by direct deposit into the Club’s Account:
Bank of Queensland A/C 21577447; BSB 124001, giving details of your name.
Or
By Cheque, made payable to Veteran Car Club of Australia (Queensland) Inc.
(Please use full name as above to comply with bank requirements.)
Membership Application Forms are available from the Secretary at the address below.
All articles for publication in "Veteran Torque" must be with the Editor by the 20th of each
month.
email: redbubble@picknowl.com.au
All other correspondence to:
The Secretary, VCCA (Q) Inc.
1376 Old Cleveland Rd, Carindale Qld 4152,
email secretary.vccaq@gmail.com

Covid Safety

President’s Report
Well it has been a very full month with the National 1&2 cylinder rally in Charleville finally coming to
fruition. Our rally committee is breathing a sigh of relief after the many months of planning replanning and constant covid updates. Not to mention the surprise lockdown thrown in for good
measure. I must say they did a spectacular job!
Every morning was a delight to watch all the cars and bikes line up for the morning run and all the
helpers with Bilbies at the ready. The mayor ‘Zoro’ and the Murweh council were instrumental in
the daily activities and their hospitality won’t be forgotten.

Our week began with a welcome dinner provided by the Council at the Cosmos centre. Thursday
saw lunch at Sommariva Olive Farm and our first meeting with Mr Calcino who’s dad owned the
first car in Charleville, the De Dion Bouton presently owned by Ross and Rhonda Guthrie.

Friday was Ladies day at a Historical House with a High Tea followed by the gas light parade in the
main street and well attended by the residents of Charleville. Saturday we visited Dillallah bridge
for lunch and were walked through the largest transport explosion in Australia also learning a thing
or two about ammonium nitrate. Dinner hosted by the fishing club at the racecourse followed.
Sunday we rested until dinner time at the evening star and enjoyed the large fire pit.

Monday brought the fishing competition at Ward fishing hole after lunch. Pretty certain someone
caught the largest stick while an actual fish was caught and closely photographed. Our last stop
was the Vickers Vimy landing site on Ward Plain preceding the final dinner and unveiling of the next
1&2 cylinder rally destination of Narrandera NSW.

Everyone enjoyed the rally and the whole team deserves my congratulations and thanks as they
did the Club proud. It was inspiring to watch all the help offered to those with minor mechanical
setbacks during the week and even better most were back on the road to continue the rally.
We returned completely exhausted and happy that we attended although I’m yet to convince Rob
that we should get a 1 or 2 cylinder car.

The Maryborough Rally is our next adventure and should be well attended being the
commemoration of the run held 50 years ago.
Unfortunately our last general meeting had to be cancelled due to the covid lockdown introduced
that day. Our next general meeting will be Monday the 3rd May and we will be hearing from a
member of the fire service with regard to our fire safety practices. I would encourage everyone to
attend if at all possible. The meeting will also be available via zoom.
Happy Motoring
Sally
*****

Janette Farnell’s Quilt Raffle
The delighted winners were Meryl and Robert Lovell.
Meryl has sent a photo showing it proudly displayed
In their living room

Charleville 2020 – An Outback Adventure
Kevin Brooks
Wow! What a rally! What a success! I suppose, as a Member, I’m biased but I heard not a word of
dissent. Graham, his Committee and his merry band of helpers deserve to be proud. They, and the
people of Charleville made this one to remember. My only disappointment – probably not shared
by Graham and Co – is that it ended all too soon. Two years of waiting and suddenly it was over.
When I look back, I think, “Why am I reporting on this? Who doesn’t already know?” Such was the
support the Rally Committee had that between them and the VCCA(Q) entrants, it seems all of our
Club was there. However it’s still nice to be praised so here’s some more.
The novel idea of having short morning runs, with groups alternating to points of interest and then
all returning for morning tea, was an absolute winner. It may have been a necessity because
equally attractive sites weren’t available out in the mulga but I’d not be surprised to see other
States at times echo the idea. There was no, ”Are we there yet?” with tongues hanging out for a
cuppa. Daily we looked forward to regathering for both that cuppa and the tasty morsels supplied.
Then we were all off together to the wonders of the bush – a rock pool, a picnic by the creek, a
fishing competition by the river, a monument to our brave aviators – even, one day with the tastiest
of burgers followed by ice cream and slice! Now how could you beat that?

The food was most decidedly a winner. We expected our adventure to begin with the usual finger
food and a welcome speech from the local Council; but to be treated in the grounds of the Cosmos
Centre to a twilight meal at long rows of white-clothed tables, well, quite frankly, it blew me away! A
meal under the stars - and I don’t know how Graham arranged it but dead-centre in the sky was the
Southern Cross! From that evening until our final scrumptious dinner, on no occasion, be it snack
or meal, were we disappointed.

There were the usual minor breakdowns and our trailer
crews were kept busy. Over the years I’ve been through our
Humberette from end to end, making it a reliable car .
However at one end - the rear – there was still a problem.
Owing to the design of a Humberette’s rear springing, the
differential is prone to “wrapping”- wanting the whole diff.
assembly to turn when the mighty power is applied. It’s a
fault that Humber tried to cure in its 1914 model by
lengthening a couple of “arms”. It didn’t quite cure it and
people get alarmed at my “quivering” diff. However this
time I couldn’t blame Humber. It was my fault. I had
replaced the track rods with inferior material and, on the
very first day, when I let the clutch out too savagely, the diff.
wrapped and the track rods bent – right in one of
Charleville’s main streets – allowing my tailshaft to drop
right out!

Now that’s very painful but with Malcolm Wegener and Allen Williams to the
rescue, we trailered poor Yvette back to base and, with the help of the
Council workshop’s welder, put us back on the road again! However I’m a
slow learner; next day I again let the clutch out viciously and snap! The
Council’s welding failed! This time, it was less of a disaster; Yvette wasn’t
disembowelled. We were able to do a roadside repair, removing one rod,
having it repaired, and then doing the other. Now, thanks to the wonderful
cooperation of a local Charleville business, OUTBACK SPARES, I now
have high-tensile rods and completed the week with Yvette Humberette
performing well. A happy note was that I received a trophy for being the
“Best Finisher”.
Others weren’t so lucky and a few did not complete the rally.
One who persevered was Zac Charlton who was attending
his first rally in late Granddad Henry Anderson’s 1904
Clement Bayard. His grandma, Iris, was along for the ride,
complete with various bits in plaster, owing to a fall. When
not riding with Zac, with always a wide grin, she “motored” in
a wheelchair with Cindy Charlton providing the woma npower. It was great to see a young Member continuing a
family “legacy”. Also pleasing was the sight of late-member
Frank Hack’s little Minervette motoring well. The last time I
saw the Minerva out was many years ago and Frank was
swearing at it. From all accounts, prior to “breaking it in”, its
new owner, Andrew King did a little swearing too!

The motorbike boys who supported us
so well, seemed to have a ball though
I’m not sure which they enjoy most –
tinkering or travelling! Whatever the
case, they were everywhere, buzzing
along and adding to the overall
wonderful spectacle; and talking of
spectacle, I think almost the entire Shire
turned up for our Gaslight Parade and
surely enjoyed it immensely.

I have rambled on far enough. Better to tell the success story in happy photographs…..but let me
thank you again, Graham, your Committee, and last but not least, all those Club helpers who gave
of your time to make my – and Joyce’s – rally such a pleasurable experience.
*****

THE DAILY START

THE VEHICLES

THE PLACES

THE PEOPLE

Sign on Day

THE FINAL DINNER

*****

From the Editor
The above photos are a representation of the many contributed by club members.
In particular Kevin Brooks, Pam and Rob Guthrie, Rhonda Guthrie,
Greg Hill and Irene Donges.
You will find many more on the Club Facebook page and website.
*****
As I will be out of action for the next couple of weeks – I’m having a hip replacement
this Wednesday
it has not been possible to produce a hard copy this month.
*****

Rally Programme
HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS to the Team for a reportedly splendid success at Charleville.
Mary Valley Rally Thursday 10th-Friday 18th June 2021

OUR NEXT CLUB EVENT IS THE MARY VALLEY RALLY from Thurs. 10th-Fri 18th June
STARTING IN MARYBOROUGH (10th to 13th) WITH THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY
COMMEMORATION OF THE APEX MARYBOROUGH RALLY ON THE QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY
WEEKEND ON 12-13 JUNE, 1971.
Many early members were amongst the 28 or so veteran owners attending that run. Several are still
with us and some are expected to attend, along with a few of the original cars. It seems like a
milestone in the life of the Club and worthy of our support.
On 14th June we move south, further up to the headwaters of the Mary River and settle into a new
base camp close to Borumba Dam 10 kms west of Imbil and explore the area south and west of
Gympie on 15th, 16th & 17th June.
Our Bundaberg members are now preparing the details of the Maryborough section of the event,
with help from Maryborough area members while yours truly and helpers are looking after the Imbil
section.
Terry Lewis has provided the following notes on the Maryborough section:
“Maryborough
Enjoy history and amazing scenery as we follow the Mary Valley over six rally days spread between
Maryborough and Borumba Dam near Imbil. One of many highlights will be commemorating the
50th anniversary of 1971 APEX Maryborough Veteran and Vintage Rally and Carnival.
In Maryborough, our team will encourage those who can to come early and on Thursday 10th June
sample with the cars some behind the scenes parts of Maryborough city not shown before.
50 years ago to the date our Club gathered in this historic city with a fine selection of vehicles; of
these, 7 cars and 5 members are still with the VCCAQ. However re-enacting the 1971 Mary River
bath tub race would today cause too many Health & Safety issues!
We will be offering 3 rally days (11th-13th June) of fine veteran driving over new routes with a The
hope is to have all the original members and surviving cars attending the commemorative dinner
with 1970's attire encouraged!
The Maryborough event will be based from the WALLACE CARAVAN/CABIN AND MOTEL PARK
(4121 3970 ask for the VCCAQ group discount) ” (email: wallacecaravanpark.com.au).”
{PF ADDS - We understand this site offers the full range of expected facilities and I am advised
that the cabins are pet friendly – but one should check that understanding when booking if it is of
interest.)
Imbil/Borumba Dam
Unfortunately the Gympie Caravan Park was closed down by order of the Supreme Court on the
very day we tried to reserve enough accommodation for the Club. This was a result of action by the
Gympie Regional Council because of health and safety reasons and non-compliance issues.
Despite the inconvenience, it might have been just as well!
The lack of suitable alternatives between Maryborough and Nambour nearly resulted in
abandonment until we found a Caravan Park at Borumba Dam, 10 kms west of Imbil, that has both
cabins and powered sites. Its name is Borumba Deer Park and since “caravan” is not part of the
name it is not easy to find on the Internet and doesn’t show up in caravan park directories.

SO PLEASE NOTE THE NAME “Borumba Deer Park” and the CONTACT DETAILS as follows –
Phone
- (07) 5484 5196 ,
email:
info@borumbadeerpark.com
Website:
www.borumbadeerpark.com .The address is 1133-1139 Yabba Creek Road, Imbil. normal cost for
powered sites is about standard or below but the four smaller cabins were expensive at $155 and
the larger (sleeps 4) at $175 / per night. HOWEVER, I have negotiated a 20% discount across the
board for all the accommodation which brings the cabins down to about $124 & $140 and makes
the powered sites quite cheap.
Three rally days are planned - one visiting the area between Cooran, Pomona and Cooroy (122
km), another up the Mary Valley and west of Gympie (128km) and on the last day a shorter run of
100 km up Kandanga Creek (without a paddle!).
As the Rally Dinner will be on the previous Saturday evening at Maryborough, the main evening
activities at Borumba will revolve around a COUNTRY SUPPER DANCE at the caravan park which
has a ‘rustic hall’ (a little in nature like the Jondaryan Woolshed) with a dance floor attached to the
Camp Kitchen. In recognition of our advancing years excessive and lengthy exertion will be
avoided! And breaks between dance brackets are to be sufficient to introduce proposed “AUSSIE
CULTURE & LITERATURE” in the form of Bush Poetry, Yarn Telling and Short Story Readings. All
are invited to become involved in the readings and recitals. Some material in support of this will be
available. And material should be “in good taste”.
This is proposed as a natural follow-on in light of the seriously good fun associated with the Ladies’
Guild Presentation of Period Costume and Dance at the recent Scenic Rim Rally – not to mention
also the Kevin Brooks Presentation of OZ Poetry – events which I trust we will continue to develop
in association with our rallies.
On some of the other evenings leading up to that event it is hoped that some of our members
experienced in such matters will teach or remind us about country dancing.
PERIOD COSTUME IS STRONGLY ENCOURAGED for day-wear during the rally but please note
that Terry has requested the adoption of 1970s attire for the Commemorative Dinner! At the Imbil
section of the Rally the final evening will be dedicated to a low-key Country Supper Dance where
attire suited to a Country and Western (1950s) theme is encouraged.
Any members wishing to extend the dates of these rallies (either before or after) may do so by
advising the Secretary or the Rally Director so an ‘Impromptu Rally’ can be recorded on the Club
Website. Terry Lewis has already given warning that a few of the Bundaberg members are
considering an “impromptu” extension at the end. Contact Terry on that.
Further details will be provided by email to those who have recently attended rallies and those who
notify me of their desire to be added to the email list.
_______________________________________________________________________________
AFTER THESE EVENTS, we have a SHED RAID/RESTORATION RUN on Exhibition Wednesday
Public Holiday IN BRISBANE (11 August) . MEMBERS PREPARED TO HOST A VISIT ON THAT
DAY PLEASE CONTACT THE RALLY DIRECTOR. PREFERABLY, THREE ARE REQUIRED
AND IT WOULD BE BEST IF THEY ARE NOT UNDULY FAR APART.
After that there is a 3 day rally (on or about 3-5 September) which I have prevailed upon the
President to “revive” as the President’s Rally.
The EMANCIPATION RUN ((5-8 November) will follow hot on the heels of the Swan Hill National
(10-16 October). For anyone not aware of it, the Swan Hill National Entries are now open and will
close at end May or when a cap of 200 entries is achieved (likely to be soon).
Hope to see you at a Rally soon Phil Fletcher

All Enquiries – 0408 803 182

