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The Club holds its meetings on the first MONDAY of each month (excluding January).
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Note: There is an ADDITIONAL CHARGE OF $7 for those members requiring a mailed copy.
Membership fees may be paid by direct deposit into the Club’s Account:
Bank of Queensland A/C 21577447; BSB 124001, giving details of your name.
Or
By Cheque, made payable to Veteran Car Club of Australia (Queensland) Inc.
(Please use full name as above to comply with bank requirements.
Membership Application Forms are available from the Secretary at the address below.
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All articles for publication in "Veteran Torque" must be with the Editor by the 20 of each month.
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Ph. (07) 3201 1986; email: redbubble@picknowl.com.au
All other correspondence to:
The Secretary, VCCA (Q) Inc.
1376 Old Cleveland Rd, Carindale Qld 4152
email secretary.vccaq@gmail.com

“What happened to our Car Industry?”

President’s Report
November already and we are preparing for the Christmas Party,
details elsewhere in the magazine, so we need to start thinking about
2018 and what it will look like from a veteran motoring perspective.
I had the pleasure of chairing the National AGM as retiring Chairman of that august body and was
impressed by the report of the Victorian Club. They reported that they were recruiting a much
younger body of members with the average age of the club reducing dramatically over the last few
years. Other clubs, including South Australia, reported similar trends and this was evident in the
age of numerous entrants in the Clare event. When I reported this at the recent Committee
Meeting I was asked how do they do it? On reflection, I guess my answer to that is that they run
their Club as a young people’s club.
We judge ourselves as a very successful Club and rightly so, you only have to look at our
attendance at both local and interstate events. Mary Poppins rally in Maryborough and our
contingent at the recent Clare event are testament to that. However, we tend to run our Club as an
old peoples’ club. Most of our events are held mid-week when the younger members are at work or
school, our Committee Meetings are held during the day most months and we start our General
Meetings at 7.30 so we can all get home to bed early.
Let’s start the new year with a couple of resolutions, I have already changed the Committee
meetings to alternate each month between daytime and night meetings, and Albert has already
started scheduling more weekend events, so what do we need to do for next year?
Come February general meeting I would like to see us revert to an 8.00pm start time to allow those
who still utter that dreaded four letter word, ‘work’, time to get home and to the meeting. As for the
programme we would like to inject more social activity. Traditionally we have our Presentation
Dinner in August and the Christmas Party, but there are those who would like to get together
socially more often. Glynn mentioned in the newsletter a couple of months ago the need to form the
Social Club, so let’s discuss that at the general meeting and see if we can’t get a small band of
members together to run one or two other functions during the year. The Social Club is financial, it
just needs a small group to administer it.
Finally let me say how great it was to get away recently to South Australia. Quite a few of us had a
month away touring to and from the rally plus the week in Clare. Finding, ,restoring and
maintaining our cars is one aspect of the hobby but using them to experience travel through this big
country of ours is very rewarding and catching up again with people we have made friends with in
past travels is even more rewarding. Let’s keep it up and help others to enjoy the rewards.
Peter Arnold

A REMINDER TO MEMBERS
The new National Register of Members will be produced early next year.
If you have altered your address, phone number, email address etc,
bought or sold a vehicle, will you please let Rhonda have the updated details
as soon as possible.
You MUST be a financial Club Member for your details to be included.

Report on the AGM of The Association of Veteran Car Clubs in
Australia (TAVCCA)
The AGM of the National association was held on the Sunday before the start of the Clare Rally.
All states were represented with WA on phone link. Club reports, Victoria reported that they are
having success in recruiting younger members with a quarter of their committee aged under 30.
Most clubs reported that their magazines are now digital although a lot of their members still get the
magazine by post. The national events calendar is getting crowded with at least two and
sometimes 3 national events posted each year till 2020.
The recipient of the Montagu Trophy for 2017 was Greg Smith of Victoria. Greg
has been veteran motoring all his life, first with his parents and then in his own
cars. He has helped a lot of his fellow Victorian members with their restorations
and is also on the Club Committee, travelling from Bendigo to attend meetings.
Michael Holding has put his hand up again to reprint the National Membership
Directory to be published early next year. RACV have chipped in with some
sponsorship to get the project underway. Please check your entry in the
current directory and inform Rhonda if it needs to be amended.
South Australia has proposed that TAVCCA sponsor the production of a 100 year badge for
Vintage Vehicles along the lines of the Veteran Badges, to raise funds for the federal body. This
proposal was met with a mixed reaction from the States and SA has been asked for further
information to support the viability of such a scheme. They will report back to the delegates in 4
months.
Luxury Vehicle Tax (LVT) was discussed with Daryl Meek giving a comprehensive report on the
deliberations of the Australian Historic Car Tax Reform Group which is a group representing a
number of Victorian clubs and umbrella groups in Victoria. The group is lobbying the
Commonwealth Government to remove the LVT on imported vehicles over 30 years old. An email
was sent to all VCCA(Q) members, who are on email, to support the on-line questionnaire the
group has set up.
The meeting supported South Australia in seeking approval from FIVA to organise a World Rally in
2021. The process is like a mini Olympic bid to host the event and will take some time to develop a
proposal and have it assessed by FIVA.
Probably the most contentious issue discussed was that of asbestos in imported vehicles. This
action by Border control was prompted by the finding of asbestos in new Chinese imports.
However historic importers have now found themselves under the microscope with some disastrous
results. Unfortunately there are always 2 sides to every story and it is not known if these cases are
just random inspections or the result of some planned process. The consequence is that historic
imports have almost stopped until there is some clarity on the process.
Finally there are some questions on the role and future of the Association itself. TAVCCA has a
number of wide ranging objectives but historically has been constrained (probably self-constrained)
to directing traffic on the running of national events. It was felt by some that there needs to be a
greater role in advocacy on some of the issues affecting the veteran movement if we are not to be
swallowed up by the burgeoning growth of the younger (post Second World War) vehicle
movement. Each Club is being asked to contribute to developing a plan for the future of the
Federal body.
Peter Arnold

COME AND ENJOY AN
AUSSIE CHRISTMAS
When: 16th December 2017, starting at 5.30pm
Where: Club Rooms, 1376 Old Cleveland Rd, Carindale.

Theme:

Aussie Christmas (cool & casual)

Cost: $20.00 per person (subsidised by Social Club)
$10.00 children under 12
$25.00 per person (non members)
BYO drinks, Punch supplied.
Nibbles will be available, followed by
Main meal, dessert, tea and coffee.
Please advise of any dietary requirements.
RSVP: 2nd December 2017
Hazel Burley 3886 0059 0439 673 086

Coming Events2018
[Other Clubs’ events are shown in Italics]
REMINDER
4 November

Trip to Rosewood - ”. No Cars Environmental Day” – Travel by Ferry, -- Foot – Train....to
lunch destination at Rosewood. (See full details October Veteran Torque).

16 December

Club Party “Aussie Christmas” Theme. (See details elsewhere this issue). RSVP to Hazel
by December 2.

2018
4 February
10 March

Breakfast at the Clubrooms.
Social Function at the Clubrooms
Proposed touring event -. Further details later
30 March-2 April. Easter in Roma Bi-annual Rally.
REMINDER – 4-14 April – Commonwealth Games
20 May
10-12 June

“Funkhana” at Clubrooms
Blair Re-Enactment Tour through Central Queensland. (Details from Peter Arnold)

Some Future / Invitation Events
2018
15-18 March
21-25 March

VCCA Vic. Annual Single and Twin Cylinder Rally, based at RACV Resort in Cobram.
Expressions of interest to Andrew/Frances McDougall, email amfi@dunollie.com.au.
National 1 & 2 CylinderTour, Deloraine, Tasmania.
Further info from Tour Director: Joe Clippingdale jaclipp@bigpond.com / Ph. 0363961144

30 March-2 April. (Easter) Morris Registers of Aust. 21st National to be held on Fraser Coast. For information
contact Colin Schiller, colin.schiller@bigpond.com
25-27 May
23 – 29 Sept.

VCCA NSW. Invitation Rally for 1 & 2 Cylinder Veteran Cars and Bikes, to be held at Yamba.
Details below: Entry forms on the club website, or contact: Rod and Ruth Holmes
(E:) rodruthholmes@gmail.com (P) 02 6657 2765
(M) 0427 572 765
National Veteran Tour, Forbes, NSW (organised by Newcastle Branch)

2019
th
2 March
Tenants’ 25 Anniversary Lunch. (Clubrooms)
30 Aug.-6 Sept. Horseless Carriage Car Club of America (HCCA) S-E Australia Region International Tour in
Bathurst, See Club Website.
17-23 September National Veteran Tour. (Qld) Headquarters will be Bargara Caravan Park.
29 Sept. – 5 Oct. National Model T Ford Rally, Maryborough.
2020

National Veteran Rally, Victoria

National 1 & 2 Cylinder, Queensland
******
John Day spotted the following advertisement in the recent NT Motor Vehicles Enthusiasts’ Club
Newsletter,

Having Trouble locating carbide?
After looking for years for a supply of carbide to fuel an acetylene generator I can now report
anyone can buy it no problems. And freight can be arranged at a reasonable price so long as you
don't need it urgently
Ace Chemical Co
119A Mooringe Ave,
Camden Park SA 5038 (08) 8376 0844
*******

Webmaster’s Report
I think we’re all aware that Terry “Energizer” Lewis is at it again, promoting the 2019 National Rally
in his inimitable way. He and Regie are in Europe right now and you have to wonder what he’ll do
to persuade some UK/European folk to make the journey! Yours truly has been sucked along in
the slipstream and now we have a separate web site dedicated to the 2019 National - you probably
sneaked a look before downloading this issue of Veteran Torque. This dedicated site will expand
over time to provide all the information, forms, newsletters, scuttlebutt and pictures relevant to the
National.
Expressions of Interest are already being received (sent yours yet?) with a good proportion from
NSW and Victoria, and already one from WA. What’s of interest to me is that although plenty of the
EOIs were posted to us (as opposed to being emailed) they all have email addresses. From an
organiser’s standpoint this is great because all those people can be contacted quickly, easily and at
no cost.
If you missed the 2019 National website, simply access it from our regular website. Enjoy, and
please send your EOI.
Peter Ransom

******

Letter to the Editor
PERHAPS, FOR SOME, A SMARTER CAR?
Dear Editor,
Knowing Graham and Irene Donges’ love of Smart Cars, and bearing in mind the ageing of some of
our Members, I thought I should report on this model we found at Port Stephens. It’s called the
SHOPRIDER RAINRIDER. It features two doors, twin mirrors (actually four on this one), lights,
indicators, radio.a windscreen wiper, button upholstery, an adjustable seat, carpet, GPS and a
cutaway racing-style steering wheel. We’d definitely be able to register one on an “S” plate. Why,
in years to come, if we had a few of them, we could have races in the Clubroom grounds.
Cheers, Kevin Brooks
*******

Getting There is (more than) Half the Fun
A chronicle of the trip to join the National Veteran Rally in Clare 2017 by Peter Arnold
As word got out that there were a couple of us travelling together to Clare, there were more
requests to join us. We decided to give ourselves a week to get there to allow for sight seeing and
a relaxed pace consistent with veteran motoring. I published an itinerary which outlined the route
via Goondiwindi, Bourke, Broken Hill and Peterborough and suggested appropriate free camps
overnight with the disclaimer that everything was subject to change.
It is amazing how slowly the rally takes to come around when you are planning it for nearly 2 years,
that is until it is only a month away and then everything gets frantic. The vehicles need servicing,
the Armstrong is still not going and there are a hundred and one other issues that need sorting as
we will be away for over a month. However the departure day has arrived and we are surprisingly
ready to depart at our designated time of 9.00am on Saturday.
The first change to the plan has already hit as we planned to head through Toowoomba to pick up
Steve and Lauren, but the Carnival of Flowers has been moved forward as the blooms are early
with the mild winter we have experienced. Ma Ma Creek is our chosen alternative and they will
meet us on the road sometime tomorrow. The plan is for all to travel independently out of Brisbane
and meet up at our camp site which is a free camp a few kilometres west of Inglewood. We stop
for a late morning tea at Gatton and pull up behind Bob and Hazel who have also just arrived. Then
at our lunch stop of Clifton I get a call from Kevin and Joyce asking our whereabouts only to find
that they and Alan and Dianne are only a few minutes behind us. The convoy has already formed
only missing Russell and Susan who have elected to go via St George and will meet us sometime
on Monday.
As we drive down from Leyburn we cross the Condamine River which is significant in that we will
be following a number of rivers which make up the Darling River system before we leave New
South Wales and camp on a lot of them. Arriving at out overnight spot on the banks of the
Dumaresq River I decide to check that we can all fit in with our big rigs as this is one of the few
camps we haven’t used before. There are 2 caravans already there and as I have walked down I
surprise a rather portly gentleman who is stark naked taking a shower beside his van. We
exchange greetings and I warn him that his peace is about to be shattered. It is not long before
everyone is set up for the night and enjoying happy hour beside the river. After counselling
following my earlier encounter with our naked neighbour and a couple of red wines I am given a
clean bill of health and able to get a good night’s sleep.
It must be Sunday as Macca is on the radio but there is no time for bacon and eggs as I have
organised a visit to see Will and Margie Kirkby in Moree to look at their collection and we have to
be there for lunch. It is just after midday and Will is waiting for us to escort us to their new
residence. Steve and Lauren have made good time and arrive not long after us. What a
magnificent place it is too, nestled on the banks of the Gwydir River with a spectacular outlook from
the terraced gardens overlooking the river. Lunch is laid out on tables on the lawn overlooking the
river and after lunch it is time for a tour of the cars, 20HP Ghost, 1919 double phaeton Packard and
the 1911 Armstrong Whitworth, but we must keep moving. A big thank you to Will and Margie for
hosting the day and we are gone.
There are only a couple of roadside rest areas between here and Collarenebri, which are not really
suitable so we press on to what is known as the Primitive Camp Ground at Collarenebri which has
toilets and showers (which is more than last night) but not much else. After another enjoyable
happy hour, dinner and a good night’s sleep it will be remembered as a great spot despite the dust.
Today is a short day with morning tea at Walgett and we get to overnight stop of Brewarrina for
lunch. First stop is the visitors centre to understand some of the aboriginal heritage including the
fish traps in a bend in the river. These are unusual as they are inland traps, not tidal as found on
the coast. We have made our way out to the Four Mile Camp Ground on the banks of the Darling
River, once again no grass, just a loo and cold showers. Bob and Hazel have stayed back in

Walgett as Bob is suffering from a damaged wing after the back door of the trailer fell on him during
loading last Thursday. We have convinced him to seek medical assistance so we left then at the
hospital. Hazel has rung to say he has a fractured collar bone and they are on their way with his
arm in a sling. Later in the day we also heard from Russell and they have camped at Walgett for the
night and will catch us in Bourke tomorrow.
We arrive in Bourke in time for morning tea at the wharf café, Frank and Adrienne are also in town
and have joined us. After a bit of shopping and a walking tour of the town we find a solitary worker
in the nearby men’s shed. In there I have spied an unusual 4 wheeled cycle with 6 seats and
pedals sporting a surrey top. We are offered a ride and recruit a full complement of peddlers for a
circuit of the main town area. One circuit is enough as I’m not sure all were pulling their weight but
it was like driving a veteran with everybody waving to us. A must see attraction in Bourke is the
Back’O’Bourke visitors centre and museum. After lunch the first timers in town spend some time
there while the rest head out to May’s Bend, a campsite on the banks of the Darling River about
15Km north of Bourke. The track in is badly rutted and corrugated which makes for a slow trip and
once at the bend there is little, well really no grass. In fact it is very dusty like most of this country
with no facilities, but a wonderful view of the river and an orchestra of hundreds of birds. After all
this is their home and they enjoy it, there will be no sleeping in tomorrow once they start their early
morning screeching.
By late afternoon everybody has arrived and we settle down to more merriment at happy hour. We
are spread out and when it is time to head back to our respective camps it is very dark. Lyn trips
on a tree root and comes a cropper. Thank goodness there were witnesses otherwise they may
have believed her side of the story.
The cockatoos and corellas see to it that we have an early start which is fortunate as we have a lot
of distance to cover today, about 350 km. Over morning tea at Cobar there is some discussion
about tonight’s campsite. I fear there may be a mutiny if we have another site with dust and lack of
facilities, so after a hasty reassessment of the situation I suggest we could make the extra distance
to a caravan park in Wilcannia which would also give us more time in Broken Hill tomorrow. All
agree and there is nice soft grass under foot and hot and cold showers to be enjoyed with an open
fire and more revelry.
I’m afraid the standard has now been set but it may be difficult to maintain out here and Lauren is
keeping score of my chosen camp sites. I’m afraid I have not scored very high on most nights.
Perhaps as we get into South Australia things may improve. It seems that green grass under foot
is a high priority request and I am hopeful to be able to deliver tonight as last time we camped at
the caravan park in Silverton there was ample grass. We arrive in Broken Hill in time for lunch at
the visitors centre and there is ample time for everyone to see what they need to in town. We have
to source a new tire as we destroyed one on the trailer this morning and I won’t chance leaving
here without a spare. Eventually we all meet up at the Silverton Caravan Park. Silverton is the
original site of the mining activity here and where Sid Kidman got his start supplying fresh meat to
the miners. It is a ghost town these days with only a museum, pub a couple of galleries and a café,
but an interesting place to visit.
On arrival at the caravan park I am distraught. What happened to all the grass, we are left with just
acres of bare dirt. I suppose I should not be too surprised as Silverton and the surrounding plain
were the site for filming Mad Max 1 and 2. When it came to Mad Max 3 they had had a good
season and it was too green so shooting moved to Spain I believe. There will be more
disappointment tomorrow when we discover that the wonderful little café, which on previous trips
has always been bustling, is now boarded up with keep out signs displayed. I did say it is a ghost
town.
We will press on with morning tea in Broken Hill and then keep moving. Now in South Australia but
the scenery has not changed and the barren landscape stays with us all day. The only respite is a
brief stop in the old railway town of Peterborough where we cram into a fake rail trolley cart on the
footpath. I know Lauren was upset with lack of green grass again last night so I have tried to find

some fake grass to buy her. The price they want here is nothing short of extortion compared with
our local Bunnings so she will just have to go without.
Just a few k’s to get to our overnight stop in the historic town of Terowie, another railway town, in
fact we will camping in the old goods yard. Fortunately the line no longer operates so we won’t
have trains waking us in the night. I am first in and look at what I see in the windscreen, acres of
lush green grass, Lauren will be over the moon and I should get a better score for the camp tonight.
While Terowie is not quite a ghost town, there are not many residents and most buildings are
unoccupied, but it is an interesting place to wander. Tonight is our last on the road as we will arrive
in Clare tomorrow so we enjoy another happy hour reminiscing over the events of the last week and
pledge to do it all again next time.
The trip into Clare is very different for the landscape, only a short distance out of Terowie it
changes to checked pattern of farming land followed by the tell tale vineyards which suggest we
have arrived. While we have been travelling for much of the trip in the arid outback, we all agree
that the landscape has been continually changing and certainly not boring. Next time everybody will
have to supply a metre by metre square of fake grass to put under the chair at happy hour and I
now have Lauren’s mobile number in my phone as “Greengrass”.
It was certainly a different experience for some with the primitive camp sites and central Australian
wilderness I rely on the old adage of primacy and recency, (first and last impressions) as we did
have green grass at the first and last campsites but not much else. However I am sure that the trip
will be remembered for all the right reasons, the diversity of the places we visited and ever
changing scenery, the joviality and stories told at happy hour each night and the deeper friendships
forged through sharing the experience. Thank you all..
*******

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
Wanted - Technical Articles for Veteran Torque:
Have you any restorations under way?
Acquired a new Veteran recently?
Any useful Technical Tips to share?
Here are a couple of Tips to get you started:
Locating cylinder-head gaskets. - Misalignment of cylinder-head gaskets can be prevented by
using two locating studs. Cut the heads off two cylinder-head bolts and cut a screwdriver slot on
their upper ends, screw them into diagonally opposite holes in the cylinder block. Place the gasket
over the locating studs, then install the cylinder head, insert cylinder head bolts into vacant holes
before unscrewing the locating studs.
Loosening nuts with rounded edges: A socket or ring-spanner will usually slip over such a nut
without moving it, place a piece of fairly heavy cloth over the nut and force (hammer) the socket
over it, usually the nut can be loosened easily.
[With acknowledgement to The Vintage Bulletin (SA)]
*******
Articles and / or photographs for this issue (other than those acknowledged elsewhere
or contributed by the Editor), were provided by:
Peter Arnold, Kevin Brooks, Murray Clark, Rhonda Guthrie, and Alan Robinson

CLARE NATIONAL 2017
All Nationals are fun. Clare was no exception and it’s a shame if you missed it. However I would
have preferred not to be the person to write this report. I am not one to bag rallies as I’ve been
involved with running a few and it’s hard to please all. Nevertheless I have to say Clare left me a
little flat! To me it was a very sober affair. That might just have been me so let’s look at the
positives.
The runs were delightful- well organised / well signposted and interesting. We had travelled from
Qld south-west through Bourke and Broken Hill and saw only drought-stricken country until just
north of Clare. You can imagine how wonderful it was on the runs to see magnificent fields of
Lucerne, Rape and other crops growing, green and gold as far as the eye could see. Our visits to
Windy Brae (1850’s), Bungaree Station (1841), the Farm Shed Museum at Kadina, Martindale Hall
(1879) and Anlaby Homestead (1839), were most informative. Unfortunately only those who went
on the long run saw the Farm Shed Museum at Kadina (The name and the organisers “undersold”
this Museum. It was fantastic!) Martindale Hall, two- storied and magnificent in an English way, was
in contrast to Anlaby, built as a one-level sprawling dwelling, and added to over the years, but both
were very interesting homes; while Bungaree Homestead was equally beautiful in an early
Australian two-storied way. The drives kept getting better as the week went on and the last one to
Burra was the icing on the cake for us.

Bungaree

Martindale Hall

The weather was kind, rain –wise, and the overcast days made for good – but cold driving. The
winds however were tremendous! The headwind on the long run’s return from Kadina kept us to
50kms per hour with foot flat to the floor. The crosswinds on the Burra run had the steering wheel
permanently locked one way to stay on the road. All fun really.
So why was I negative? Early starts saw us herded on to a tennis court for a briefing that “perused”
the whole day’s route - unnecessary! Good instructions, good directions, but there were times we
just twiddled our thumbs. Adequate meals yet – perhaps in fairness to the locations – on some
days, nowhere to sit. I must mention the gravel road to Anlaby Homestead. Never on any rally,
even local, have we encountered a road so corrugated. It was fit for a Redex Trial! When slower
cars weren’t holding us up, we, with a heavier car, could “skim” the corrugations but some with
smaller cars were very unhappy chappies!!!!! However Anlaby was a reward at the end of the
misery. Surely with the financial reward a National brings to a district, liaison with the local council
could have produced a grader!!!!!
As usual, the final dinner produced both merriment and serious moments. I must mention that the
Mayor of Clare was a shining light among the serious - worthy of being made an honorary
Queenslander. Normally there is time both before the dinner and at the end to mill around a little
and to bid farewell to distant friends, old or newly-made. However the advised pre-dinner gathering
in the foyer didn’t happen and following the usual spirited auction of direction memorabilia, it was
“board the booze buses” and it was over! To me, an anticlimax.
................................................................................................................................Kevin Brooks

Entrants No. 1, Gavin & Sandy McNeil, ’03 Wolseley

Erik leaving a school stop

Donges

Prodger’s ’13 Morris

Lineup of Vehicles, Anlaby

Grinder Tool Sharpener

Mousetrap for large mice
AT THE CLARE POLICE MUSEUM

Clare Ladies’ Brass Band 1914-18

“Down Under” London to Brighton
I have always wanted to attend the London to Brighton Down Under but with the Maxwell stuck in
Victoria on the broken down truck, this was not to be, except for the wonderful offer from Kevin and
Joyce to ride in their 1915 Buick. My Mercedes Sprinter engine blew up on the way to Clare and
we did the Clare Rally with many thanks to Kevin and Joyce and Russell and Susan. $20,118 later
we picked the truck up.
The London to Brighton Down Under for 2017 was their 30th Run and there was a good contingent
from Queensland in attendance.
Over 50 vehicles joined the procession behind the 1909 Brush Patrol vehicle on the Run from the
Adelaide parklands to Brighton after a nice cuppa and bacon and eggs for breakfast. Unfortunately
the Brush was driven by an enthusiastic young man, who left everyone behind at the first traffic
lights, but we all had a map of sorts of the route, and eventually caught up with him near the end,
only to have him get lost. As I was a local for many years, I navigated for Kevin, and we ended up
being the FIRST vehicle to cross the finish line. London Buns and more cuppas again, we were
awarded our finishing medals and bid Adelaide goodbye. The Queensland contingent of ladies did
us proud yet again, (not to mention the men).
Syd Norman, photos courtesy Pauline Dixon
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Editor’s note: The first “Down Under London to Brighton Run” was held on 6 November 1988, with
32 veteran vehicles taking part. Traditionally the official start is from London Road, Mile
End and the Run concludes at Wattle Reserve, Brighton. The idea of London Buns arose
originally from a suggestion of your Editor, and continues.

Exploring the Temora district – Rhonda Guthrie
Steve and Lauren Forster decided to explore my old stamping ground with us, though I can't really
say that, as during my childhood I had never visited Cootamundra or Coolamon before, so I was
discovering new areas myself.
Both families arrived on the Thursday, took the veterans for a spin into town to get a few shopping
essentials, and partake of lunch in one of the cafes that haven't changed since my childhood except
for the staff. A new generation had taken over.
Friday morning we visited the Railway Museum. This brought back
lots of memories as Mum, my sister and I always travelled to Sydney
for holidays via a steam driven train. Yes, sorry I'm old enough to
remember travelling with my head out the window getting steam and
soot in my eyes. Still love that smell.
We had dinner with my cousin and his wife, I quizzed them about the
road I had planned to take to Cootamundra the next day. "Oh No"
they said, “there is a big hill just before you arrive in Cootamundra” As it turned out we could have
managed the hill quite easily. So we elected to travel modern.
Our first stop was the Information Centre (that is the first stop for all explorers). There was a great
museum attached. Lauren was able to take lots of photos for a history class when she is back at
school working. Next we visited the park in town which has a bust of every Australian Cricket
Captain. This was a must see for me, but we all enjoyed it.

* We hadn't realized the first cricket team to travel to England had some aboriginal members and
took place in 1868, the leading aboriginal player in the team was Unaarrimim (Johnny Mullagh)
whilst in England he played 45 matches his highest score was 94.

As we were travelling modern we asked, where to next? Steve loves cheese so it was off to
Coolamon to visit the cheese factory. We arrived about 11.30am and the town was abuzz. Found
the cheese factory, purchased our tickets for the tour and chatted until it was our turn. Our guide
was a character so made the talk very interesting. After the tour we decided we had to taste their
wares. So we bought 2 cheese platters and nibbled away. On exiting the factory we found all the
locals had gone home, the shops had closed we marvelled at how wide the street was and decided
to head for base. At this stage there was no sign of the NSW small car tour.
Sunday arrived and looked as if it was going to rain all day. Ross often says we should hire the
veteran cars out as rain makers as everywhere we go it seems to rain, not good for cars with all
that brass attached. So we decided to travel modern, at least we would not get wet if it rained.
Our plan was to travel to Junee and visit the licorice factory and maybe we would catch up with the
NSW travelling tour. On arrival at the licorice factory we spotted the NSW back up trailer departing
for we knew not where. I think every man and his dog had also decided to visit the factory that day.

Unfortunately the factory was not working but we were able to hear a talk and see a video, PLUS
receive LOTS of free samples, Yum. Naturally we purchased some goodies. Sorry mine are for
the grandchildren for Christmas presents. As the coffee shop was toooooo busy we headed for
town and somewhere to have lunch. Right, where to next? It was decided to travel back to base
and walk across to the Air Museum.
On arrival back into Temora we spotted the Renault and the Maxwell belonging to the Callow and
Cerutti families, so we knew they were in town. Checked the closest coffee shop, not there. We
decided to go with our plan, and back to base it was. Forgot to say it had rained all day so far and
did not look as if it was going to stop. Those poor little cars with all that brass work. Oh dear what
a job that will be for someone. At the Air Museum as well as various planes they also had a
MARVELLOUS display of the works from the Da Vinci Machine Exhibition. None of us had realized
what a brilliant person he was, way ahead of his time. We spent hours there reading and viewing
the various Aeroplanes as well as the visiting Da Vinci display.
Forgot to mention by this time Laurie Cocker from NZ had arrived at our park, We spent Sunday
afternoon watching the Bathurst Race on TV. Next day was Monday, the NSW group we had learnt
was visiting the Air museum. As we had done that we were off to the Agricultural Museum next to
the Info Centre in Temora.
Yes, Sir Donald Bradman's first home that he lived in was still there,
also the tractor my father had donated was still there. The museum
has been greatly extended since I was there last. Memories,
memories.
As this was to be our last night in town we decided to go to the RSL for
dinner. I phoned another cousin and they met us there. We also
found the NSW touring group there about to have dinner, so dinner was
a noisy one.
Unfortunately Tuesday came and we all heading for home. What a
great few weeks of veteran motoring, sightseeing and exploring as well
as catching up with old and making new friends.
Rhonda Guthrie
******

*[Source: National Museum of Australia. – Ed.]
In May 1868, the first Australian cricket team arrived in England for a series of matches. This was the first

time an organised sporting group had travelled to England as representatives of Australia.
The team consisted of 13 Aboriginal men from the Western District of Victoria. The Jardwadjali, Gunditjmara
and Wotjobaluk men were coached and captained by an ex all-England cricketer, Charles Lawrence.

After arriving in May the team was subjected to a gruelling schedule, playing 47 matches against
intermediate-level English amateur teams between May and October 1868. The Australians
surprised their competitors with their sporting prowess, winning 14, losing 14 and drawing 19 of
their 47 matches.
Unaarrimin, a Wotjobaluk man also known as Johnny Mullagh, was the standout performer. An allrounder, he scored 1698 runs; bowled 1877 overs, 831 of which were maidens; and took 245
wickets. He also achieved four stumpings while playing as wicket-keeper.
The tour made headlines in England and Australia and continues to be a significant moment in Australia’s
cricketing history, racial relations, and national identity.

The History of the Holden
The early model Holden car is one of the most
recognisable cultural artefacts of 1950’s Australia.
This particular car (Prototype No. 1, registered as JP480) is the only survivor of three test sedans which
became the definitive model for millions of Holden cars. It
was built by hand in 1946 by US and Australian
engineers at the General Motors Workshop in Detroit.
Following months of performance tests, three prototypes
were shipped to Australia. It was tested on a circuit east
of Melbourne designed specifically to replicate Australian
driving conditions.
[Photo : Dragi Markovic]
Following deliberation, the name “Holden” was decided on in honour of Sir Edward Holden, the
Company’s first Chairman. [Other names considered were GeM, Austral, Melba, Woomerah,
Boomerang, and Emu]. The car narrowly avoided the name ‘Canbra’, a phonetic spelling of
Canberra.
Following the public release of the sedans, General Motors-Holden’s fitted Prototype No. 1 with a
new engine and sold it to Holden Foreman Arthur Ling. The car was later traded to a Holden
dealership in Morwell, Victoria, where it remained for 40 years, falling steadily into disrepair.
In 1999, Melbourne-based Holden enthusiasts Gavin and Graham Strongman purchased the car. They spent
12 months meticulously restoring the vehicle to its final pre-production form, which incorporated many of the
progressive changes implemented by General Motors-Holden during the testing phase. Once restored, the
prototype was purchased by Ian Metherall, who sold the car to the National Museum in 2004.
The above is from an edited extract of an essay by Daniel Oakman which appeared in the publication.
“Captivating and Curious”.

The first Holden rolled off the assembly line at Fishermen’s Bend on
29 November 1948. This is the car greeted by Prime Minister Chifley
as the first Holden off the production line. It was on display at the
Birdwood Mill Museum in the ‘80’s for a period. Alan saw it there
when he was a Volunteer.
The last Holden to roll off the production line was a red V8 Commodore.
The second last Holden built was a Commodore ute, which followed a
Commodore wagon and a Caprice limousine. All four cars will be kept by
Holden as museum pieces.In all 7,687,675 were built.

********
With the doors having closed on 20 October at the Elizabeth Holden Assembly Plant, the National
Motor Museum at Birdwood, S.A. has launched “[Re]assembled: Australia’s automotive
manufacturing journey” a new permanent exhibition with the aim to preserve the Holden workers’
legacy and the story of the assembly plant that has sustained thousands of South Australian
families.
The large-scale project involved the installation of seven stages of the assembly line from the
Elizabeth plant to the ceiling of the National Motor Museum; each station carrying a vehicle at a
different stage of assembly. The story of the process is communicated via video projects on the
vehicles and screen-based information suspended from the vehicles. At floor level, the social
history of Holden vehicle manufacturing is told through a focus on the people of the Elizabeth Plant.
********

FOR SALE
*

PROFESSIONALLY MANUFACTURED TANDEM TRAILER, fully enclosed. Been used for
transporting 1915 Model T Ford Tourer to car
rallies. Running gear recently renewed, almost
new tyres. Front door, side door, rear loading
ramp/door. Electric brakes.
Price: $6,000.
Contact : Tom Callow 0419 826258 for more
information
*******

*

1908-1909 Renault parts 2 & 4 cyl, Engines, gearbox etc
1916-1917 Buick parts DX44, DX45 3 motors, gearboxes, chassis & various parts.
1915 Studebaker Engine
1913 Humber motor E series, front and rear axles, wire wheels etc 1913? Standard Motor
1910 Talbot motor & gearbox
Veteran Diffs and other various veteran car parts

Please phone John Jewell 0749431492
*

1909 (?) BSA CAR – restoration work done.
Contact:: Margaret Johnson, 13 Roberts Street, Balaklava, South Aust. 5461
Ph 0400207134 or (08) 8862 1429
*******

WANTED
**
For 1912 Argyll; A Vertical Post Mounted (on steering arm) gear drive to connect with the
existing flexible cable for my Jos W Jones” Speedometer (No. 104681) and the sprocket gear on the
road wheel.
*
For 1912 Argyll: Brass Rectangular Rear Vision Mirror of the period for clamping on the side
post of the windscreen.
I also require one only spare tyre (new one too expensive} for Stephane wheel size 875x105 BE,
Contact: Bob Gibson, Ph: 0418886051 or bob.gibson@bigpond.com

DISCLAIMER
Articles and advertisements appearing in Veteran Torque are published in good faith on the
understanding that the content is legitimate, and no responsibility for their accuracy is accepted.
Opinions expressed herein are solely the views and opinions of the contributors and are not
necessarily the views and opinions of the Management or Membership of the V.C.C.A (Q) Inc.

Keep an eye out for this one at the new exit to Maryborough hey: Beware !!!
Look for abnormalities in the Armco safety rail.
This one gets you and you don`t know where it was that you were booked.
Coming to a road near you. Should bring in another mountain of revenue!
This new style speed camera is on the highway leading into Maryborough!
It's one of many that will be installed over the next 12 months throughout Qld.
and of course, everywhere else, after that!!!

A little bit of.. HUMOUR
A Presbyterian church Minister in the U.K. calls a meeting to decide what to do about its resident
squirrels. After prayer and consideration, the congregation concludes the squirrels are predestined
to be there and that they shouldn't interfere with God's divine will.
At the Baptist church in the same town, the squirrels take an interest in the baptistery. The Deacons
meet and decide to put a water slide on the baptistery roof and let the squirrels drown themselves.
The squirrels like the slide and, unfortunately, know instinctively how to swim so twice as many
squirrels show up the following week.
The Catholic Church community comes up with a very creative strategy. The
Catholics baptise all the squirrels and consecrate them as members of the
church. Now they only see them at Christmas and Easter.
Taking the Catholic lead, at the Jewish synagogue they take the first squirrel
and circumcise him. They haven't seen a squirrel since.

